New Frontiers – Issue 13

21
Editorial

1.1
Page 2 Comment
2
1.2
Elsewhere
2
1.3
The Way Forward 1
2
1.4
The Way Forward 2
2
2
Roy's World
3
3
Keepers: From Farmery To Kiely
4
4
Book Of The Year - My Favourite Year
6
5
York City AFC Supporters' Club
7
6
The Ballboy Factor
9
7
Eating Out
10
8
City's AGM
11
8.1
The Highlights
11
8.2
The Main Numbers
12
8.3
Not A Lot Of People Know ...
12
8.4
The 1995 Balance Sheet?
13
8.5
The Shareholders
13
9
Half Time Report
13
9.1
First Half
13
9.2
The Second Half
16
10
Odds And Sods
16
11
Nightmare At Bootham Crescent - 12 Matches From The Chamber Of Horrors.
17
12
THE NOT SO HAPPY WANDERERS?
19
13
Bootham Cheers
20
13.1
Lees Bitter, City Stutter
20
13.2
A Game Of Two Halves And Four Centre Halves
21
13.3
Tangerines Peeled
21
14
So Far So...
22
15
Steve Cooper
24
15.1
Airdrie Via Malton
24
15.2
One Stevie Cooper
24
16
Snippets
24
16.1
Muso Update
24
16.2
City Stars
24
16.3
Bung Culture
25
16.4
Transfer  Rumours
25
16.5
Bruce Grobbelaar
25
16.6
Noticeboard
25


Re-created from the original, without the formatting and pics.  It was cutting edge at the time!

1 Editorial

1.1 Page 2 Comment
At the time of writing, we haven't added to our squad, but more importantly, we haven't lost anyone. The mini injury crisis over Christmas and into the New Year caused a few problems but we seemed to cope.

The on off Paul Barnes transfer saga caused more than a few heart flutters. Was it significant that Douglas Craig stood up and said how much money he wanted for Barnes? Remember 12 months ago, and how he dismissed out of hand Bradford's bid for Jon McCarthy. This time, he appeared more prepared to talk money and transfers.

1.2 Elsewhere

In the same week that Birmingham's interest in Paul Barnes became public knowledge, they attracted a 17,000 crowd to their Autoglass game. I'm not sure why they got so many, but if they all paid the normal admission fees then the club would have grossed just about enough to pay Paul's transfer fee.  Contrast that with our home game in the same competition. The 2,326 crowd will have just about have covered Paul Baker's transfer fee.

In that same week, Millwall published their latest annual balance sheet. They spent over £3 million on salaries. City's salary bill was less than a quarter of that. It only goes to show that, despite living within our means, we are a long way off living (and competing) with the big boys of our division and the division higher to which we aspire.

1.3 The Way Forward 1

However, it is good to know that money is available to bid for the likes of Graham Lancashire and Rob Matthews and that we are prepared to offer a wage that would have put the relatively untried Rob Matthews amongst the highest earners at Bootham Crescent if he accepted the offer.

Both players had shown promise and looked like they could be prolific goalscorers. I'm sure the signing of one of them would have been a big boost to our goalscoring capabilities. 

1.4 The Way Forward 2

Once again, our form has been up and down. Defeats against Bristol Rovers and Crewe suggested relegation was a distinct possibility. Then what happens. Christmas comes and our revival begins. An impressive win over Blackpool has been followed with wins against Oxford and Birmingham. We've beaten enough of the top of the table teams to suggest that we should up be there amongst them, not labouring around mid table.
Chris Forth
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2 Roy's World
Starting an occasional series which looks at the antics of Roy, a larger than life character. Any similarity to persons dead or alive is purely coincidental.
September Roy is enthralled by a Bradford curry houses whose former clientele included The Yorkshire Ripper and his lady companions. Roy managed to eat out on the story (and the dried contents of the shirt and tie he was wearing) for weeks after.

Last Winter Roy turns up to referee a local soccer game. The teams were already clearing snow off the pitch. The goalmouths, touch lines and goal lines had all been cleared. Only the halfway line remained to be cleared. Ever helpful, Roy follows the example of the players and starts to clear the line by rolling a snowball. As he approaches the centre circle, the snowball becomes too big to roll any further. The game had to be played with the players having to avoid a snowman on the centre spot.

November In his official duties, Roy is present as The York City Supporters Club sponsor City's game with Plymouth. The YCSC decide to buy their own bottle of wine to present to their man of the match, refusing the club's offer of a bottle at cost price. Come the ceremony, Roy digs into his bag. No bottle of wine. A frenetic dash to the local off license secures a more expensive bottle of vino. Next, the presentation to last season's "Player Of The Year". Roy digs deep into his bag and pulls out the trophy. He can't understand why the tankard is battered and dented beyond recognition. "It was okay when I put it in", he says. "It has been to Wycombe, Hull and Rotherham since, as well as everywhere you've been on your moped", a helpful colleague interjects.

Expect to see Douglas Craig hire a deaf tobacconist to teach Alan Little how to sign players very soon.

3 Keepers: From Farmery To Kiely

If you ask several people who was City's best ever goalkeeper, you will probably get several different answers. There is no true way that you can compare keepers from different eras, its hard enough deciding who England's number one keeper is today, try comparing keepers through the ages and you are asking for problems.

Really, it is all down to personal preference.
Whilst I have supported City, I could put forward Dean Kiely, Roger Jones and Graeme Crawford as prime contenders. Stretch the imagination a little, and Mike Stowell, Eddie Blackburn, Ron Hillyard and Mike Walker could be added to the list. Older readers might add Tommy Forgan, Mick Granger, Des Thompson, Peter Pickering and Norman Wharton to the list.

Afraid of nothing, New Frontiers will now attempt to decide who is the best ever York City goalkeeper.

Straight away, I've excluded the keepers who didn't play more than 50 games for City.  Then, I've worked out each keeper's City career record of games won, drawn and lost. I've then awarded 2 points for each game won and one point for each game drawn. Bonus points have been awarded for every clean sheet kept and points lost for every game where City conceded more than 2 goals. You could argue that the bonus points and points lost discriminate against the older keepers who played in an era of higher scoring games when clean sheets were harder to come by and it was more common to concede 3 or more goals in a game. However, I've included them as they give an indication of keeper performance, rather than team performance. The intentions with this scoring system are to judge keepers over a reasonably long period of time and to judge both their own performance and that of the team.  All figures are accurate to the end of the 1993/4 season.

League, FA Cup, League Cup and Play Off games have been included in all the calculations.

I put all this information into my computer and come out with a winner. Step forward Roger Jones. York City's best ever goalkeeper. In close pursuit are Dean Kiely, Des Thompson, Ron Hillyard and Tommy Forgan.

	Seasons
	Keeper
	Played
	Won
	Draw
	Lost
	Clean Sheets 
	Concede 2+
	City Avg

	1929-31
	Farmery J
	67
	28
	19
	20
	17
	18
	11.04

	1932-34
	Fawcett D
	74
	27
	13
	34
	11
	21
	7.70

	1936-39
	Wharton N
	117
	43
	28
	46
	20
	26
	9.23

	1948-50
	Middleton M 
	55
	13
	14
	28
	7
	16
	5.64

	1950-53 
	Thompson, D 
	80
	31
	25
	24
	26
	7
	13.25

	1952-54
	Searson H
	62
	22
	16
	24
	13
	13
	9.68

	1954-62
	Granger M
	71
	24
	21
	26
	14
	13
	9.86

	1962-65 
	Moor A
	57
	23
	10
	24
	18
	11
	11.05

	1954-66 
	Forgan T
	388
	168
	85
	135
	109
	64
	12.01

	1965-68 
	Fallon H
	67
	16
	16
	35
	7
	22
	4.93

	1966-69
	Walker M
	60
	15
	17
	28
	6
	10
	7.17

	1969-74 
	Hillyard R
	61
	26
	15
	20
	18
	10
	12.30

	1977-80
	Brown G
	69
	21
	17
	31
	13
	11
	8.84

	1976-80 
	Neenan J
	56
	18
	14
	24
	9
	9
	8.93

	1971-80 
	Crawford G 
	252
	78
	71
	103
	69
	34
	10.40

	1980-82 
	Blackburn E 
	76
	23
	14
	39
	20
	20
	7.89

	1982-85
	Jones R
	122
	65
	29
	28
	38
	12
	15.16

	1985-87
	Leaning A
	69
	22
	20
	27
	14
	16
	8.99

	1988-93
	Marples C
	138
	42
	44
	52
	37
	17
	10.72

	1990-94
	Kiely D
	129
	51
	39
	39
	48
	11
	13.80


Figures lie I hear you all say. Measure it a different way. Which City keeper has conceded the least amount of goals in a season. Step forward Roger Jones. In the 1983/4 Championship, Roger conceded only 32 goals in 41 games, his deputy, Mick Astbury conceding a further 7 in 5 appearances as City conceded 39 in total. 39 has only been beaten on one occasion. That was the previous promotion season, when City played in a higher division and conceded a measly 38 goals. Graeme Crawford conceded 35 in 43 games, Ron Hillyard 3 in 3. Statistically, Roger Jones was meaner in goal than Graeme Crawford.

However, its interesting to look at the season immediately before both of those promotion seasons. In 1982/3 Roger Jones conceded 50 goals in 42 games as City narrowly missed out on promotion. In the 1972/3 season, Crawford let in 43 goals in 42 games as City avoided relegation on goal average. Not many people could argue that it was Crawford who saved City from relegation that, and indeed the previous, season.

Dean Kiely is one other contender who must come into the reckoning. He conceded 45 goals (in a 42 game league programme) in the 1992/3 season and went better a year later, and a division higher, as he conceded only 40 goals in 46 games.

Having seen all 3 play throughout their City careers, I would nominate Graeme Crawford as the best goalkeeper I have seen play for York City. From joining City in 1971, he was largely responsible for keeping them in Division 3 and then winning promotion to the real Division 2. He equalled The Football League record of 11 consecutive clean sheets. In Division 2, facing the likes of Manchester United, Aston Villa, Sheffield Wednesday, Nottingham Forest, Norwich, Southampton and Oldham he conceded 55 goals as City reached mid table safety. Then, as the team disintegrated, even Crawford couldn't save the side from plummeting to the basement of The Football League. I think that his poor City career average reflects the general malaise that City experienced in the late 1970s.

Whilst Roger Jones and Dean Kiely both performed very competently, I always felt that Crawford more than any other City keeper I have seen would turn a defeat into a draw, and a draw into a victory.

Possibly, we never saw Roger Jones at his very best at Bootham Crescent, he was almost 36 when he arrived. His positional sense was as strong as ever, but his agility was on the decline. Conversely, Dean Kiely is still very young and can surely only improve with age.

What of the other prime contenders for the title of City's best ever keeper. I'm sure some votes would be cast for Norman Wharton. He starred in the 1937/8 FA Cup run which ended with a Round 6 replay defeat. I'd discount him as City never finished higher than 11th in the League in his 3 seasons with the club.

That doesn't say much for his (and the team's) consistency.

The early post war years were a golden age for City keepers. Peter Pickering played little more than a season for City so didn't really have enough time to do himself justice. He was soon followed by Des Thompson. Another promising young keeper who learnt his trade at Bootham Crescent before moving onto the top flight. Unfortunately, neither really established themselves as truly top flight keepers.

You could also group Tommy Forgan and Mick Granger together. First choice and his deputy for about 10 seasons. Forgan was in goal as City reached The FA Cup semi final in 1955 and played until 1966 by which time he had featured in City's first 2 promotion campaigns. I think no one could disagree that Mick Granger was City's best ever reserve keeper. Some would argue that Tommy Forgan was City's best ever keeper.

The figures say Roger Jones was City's best ever goalkeeper. Personally, I would say Graeme Crawford. The saves of Graeme Crawford remain more clearly in my mind than those of any other City keeper that I have seen. Remember our 1973/4 promotion season and all those clean sheets and that string of penalty saves? To me, that makes him "City's Best Ever Keeper". Who do you say?

I asked City historian Dave Batters for his opinion.

"In my opinion Des Thompson was certainly one of the best. Tommy Forgan must rate as the most popular whilst Roger Jones and Graeme Crawford were both outstanding during their careers with City".

"In the fullness of time, however, Dean Kiely may well rank as City's number one keeper in their history".

New Frontiers would be very interested to hear your views as who think has been City's best ever goalkeeper.

4 Book Of The Year - My Favourite Year
'My Favourite Year', edited by Nick Hornby and costing £4.99 from your local bookshop, is an entertaining collection of football writings by a various authors, published in association with When Saturday Comes. Each piece contains the authors memories of a particular season following their team. These range from St Albans City to the Republic of Ireland, whilst the viewpoint ranges from that of a seven year old to middle age. The book kicks off with a story by none less than Booker Prize winner Roddy Doyle. As usual his prose is amusing and liberally smattered with bad language. I suspect that his writing wouldn't have achieved such fame had it all been in Cockney or Yorkshire as opposed to Irish.

There is much which the City fan can easily identify with. Wet nights at places like Grimsby, Watford and Cowdenbeath crop up with regularity, the ensuing journeys home in disappointment (or triumph). I particularly enjoyed exiled Raith Rovers fan, Harry Ritchie, describe his frantic searches through Ceefax to find vital scores and the dwindling of his bank balance as he flies home to watch the biggest games in their promotion season.

Ed Horton's description of Maxwell-plagued Oxford United is probably the highlight. Its a mixture of the amusing and the deadly serious. He describes Oxford fans chanting 'We're going down with the Maxwell' at Fratton Park a few days after the yacht sank, while on the other hand showing how board room struggles affect far more than just the football club. At Oxford the Maxwell disease spilt into local politics, industry and press.

Nick Hornby of 'Fever Pitch' fame has a disappointing contribution. The subject has great potential. He describes the season when Cambridge United went 31 games without winning in the old Division 2. Unfortunately Nick is an Arsenal fan primarily, so he didn't actually go to many of the games. I would have been interested in hearing from somebody who actually followed the team through this dismal run. The day that they actually won at the 32nd attempt must have been like winning the FA Cup for those hardy few, an outsider couldn't possibly begin to describe it.

Elsewhere we have an offering from a Leeds fan, proving much to my surprise that some of them actually can read and write. However, unlike most of the other stories, it is full of the usual arrogance to be expected from this species and it doesn't exactly go out of the way to condemn football violence either.

The final entry is from an 11 year old Chelsea fan living in Colchester. His father won't let him go to games, but he still faithfully collects a pristine set of programmes for the season in question. To explain why he doesn't support Colchester he states that you should pick a successful team and not your local one. So tracing back to my 11th birthday, I find that in fact I should be a Liverpool fan. So you'll have to excuse me now, I'm just off down the Dock Road to mug a pensioner.
Roger Dawson
5 York City AFC Supporters' Club
The York City A.F.C. Supporters' Club was launched at a meeting on April 20, 1922. The object of the club was, and still is, to create interest with its parent club, foster support and to assist financially.

Back in the 1930's, The Supporters' Club helped the football club to move from their Fulfordgate home to Bootham Crescent. The Popular Stand was built and paid for by members of The Supporters' Club and remains to this day as a tribute to the hard work and dedication of those early pioneers.

Bootham Crescent had earlier been used as a cricket ground and The Supporters' Club held their committee meetings in the cricket pavilion. A few years later a brick building was erected in its place, paid for by The Supporters' Club. Some years later it was taken over by the football club and now forms part of the social club.

In recent years, The Supporters' Club organised a number of activities in aid of the "Roof The Shippo" fund. Its members playing an active role in raising funds for what was later, through tragic circumstances, to become known as the "David Longhurst Memorial Stand".

Nowadays, The Supporters' Club is actively involved in fundraising and sponsorship for the football club. Over the years we have sponsored the playing kits of Tom Kelly, Nigel Pepper, Ian Helliwell and the late David Longhurst. Since 1992, we have had the pleasure of sponsoring Paul Atkin.

Income made from our matchday raffles and through the sales of our popular magazine "Win, Lose Or Draw" enable us to assist the football club with match, match ball and floodlight sponsorship. On top of this, a further donation is always made to the football club at the end of the season. At our 1994 Annual General Meeting a cheque for £1,200 was presented to Mr Colin Webb, Director, York City Football Club. Last season, we also donated £100 to the Youth Development Fund and £100 towards The Tony Canham Testimonial Fund.

The York City AFC Supporters' Club has been a member of The National Federation Of Football Supporters' Clubs since 1932 and our chairman, Jeff Mortimer, is secretary of The Federation's Northern Division.

The National Federation Of Football Supporters' Clubs works to harness both the serious and the social sides of footballing life for the benefit of its members, you the fan. Although the leisure and travel scene are an important part of The Supporters' Club life, the varied and previously unthinkable problems within the game since the early eighties, have dictated that much more time has had to be devoted by The Federation to more serious matters.

The Federation's Executive regularly attend meetings with The Football League, The Football Association, The Premier league, The Football Licensing Authority and The Association Of Chief Police Officers. If you have had a bad experience (excluding the wrong result!) at a match, be it home or away, let our Secretary, Raymond Wynn know about it and you can be assured that the matter will be raised with the relevant body.

The York City AFC Supporters' Club is the recognised supporters organisation for the supporters of York City Football Club and we have official branches in both Malton/Norton and Pocklington.

Membership for the season costs only £1 and for that you receive a membership card, entry into our members draw to win Bootham Crescent match tickets, free entry into the social club on matchdays, personal matchday insurance cover, and through our membership of The National Federation Of Football Supporters' Clubs, your views are voiced at meetings with all the leading bodies within the game.


Robert Havercroft

The Supporters' Club has enjoyed something of a resurgence in recent years, thanks I believe, to an influx of younger members. They are largely responsible for the success of their shop near the entrance to The Popular Stand and "Win, Lose Or Draw", The Supporters' Club's own fanzine which appears several times every season. Everyone recognises, and respects, the invaluable work and commitment the likes of Ray Wynn, David Quinn, Andy Heppell, Jeff Mortimer, Reg Frost and Jim Fray give to both The Supporters' Club and the football club.

£1 is a small price to pay for membership. Membership requests (or other correspondence) should be addressed to Ray Wynn at 155 Manor Drive North, Boroughbridge Road, York.

Please support The Supporters' Club by becoming a member and help in any other way that you can. Every matchday you can buy raffle tickets (usually in the car park) for a few pence each, a match ball is up for grabs every game. Inside the ground, pop along to their shop, it stocks something for everyone.

All members get automatic entry to The Supporters' Club's annual Christmas draw when there are lots of prizes to be won. In recent years, they have also hired a sponsor's box at least once a season. On such occasions, they invite some of their members along for the day. The £1 membership is worth it just for the chance that you will be invited along to the box.

As Robert says, they make a substantial donation to the football club every year at their AGM. That is in addition to the various sponsorship that they make during the season. I'm sure that with more members and more ideas than they could make an even larger contribution to the football club. So, if you aren't a member already, your supporters club needs you now!

6 The Ballboy Factor
Own up, you too were once a ballboy. And if you weren't, you wanted to be.
Tuesday, March 3rd 1987. My day of days, or so I was to believe. All day long I had been a bundle of nerves, anticipation and excitement. School work passed me by that day. My English teacher shouldn't have bothered, I was only there in presence. My mind was at Bootham Crescent. My job for the night was clear. I was to be ballboy for City's clash with highflying Swindon Town. I'd planned like a military operation, nothing could go wrong!

My tea was still churning around my stomach as we arrived at Bootham Crescent. I stalked the corridors, enjoying the inner sanctum for the first time. I was delirious, it seemed too much. Ye Gods, there goes Dave McAughtrie! A look to the left, Simon Mills, to the right, Derek Hood, a peep around the corner, Tony Canham! I thought, I must have the best job in the world that night. How naïve a twelve year old boy can be.

How was it the other ballboys all seemed to know each other? And why were they all  wearing ultra grip goalkeeping gloves? It was wet and slippery, I was getting scared. I jogged passed my father at the far corner flag, ignoring his shouts of proud paternal boasting. "That's my boy, go on lad, to your post". I also tried to ignore the haunting smell of boiled carrot coming from the previously unwashed client of the Video Shack tracksuit!

I took up my position on the touch line, facing the packed Main Stand. Behind me, partisan fans exchanged obscenities, as I began to plan my operation. All I had to do was throw a ball for God's sake.

“I tried to ignore the haunting smell of boiled carrot coming from the previously unwashed client of the Video Shack tracksuit!”

After 20 minutes the ball bounced towards me at a comfortable speed. As it skidded off the turf, I misjudged it and the bloody thing smacked me square on the jaw. It hurt. I momentarily went blind. I fumbled around as if I were a dithering old man, looking for his laxative pill. Steve Senior was very patient however, maybe because the score was still 0-0.

However, my second and final touch of the ball came in the dying minutes, when City were unfortunately 1-3 down. Obviously Gary Ford was in no mood to chat, so when the ball came to me, I had to get it to him, quick. The truth was that I just couldn't get hold of it. Gary mouthed a very rude word, which I didn't understand, as I thought it meant a disabled pig. I spent the final minutes shunning jeers of 'Butterfingers'. I nearly started crying.

The perils of ballboying are great. Dreams can be dashed. Professional ballboying has now declined to be an ambition of mine. Only real men should do it. I saw and heard things that no twelve year old should hear. I took greater interest in my English teacher the following day.
Sam 'Sniffer' Smith

7 Eating Out

Richard Blowout, restaurant critic and York City F.C. masochist revisits a favourite old haunt.


Now to be honest, I am not normally a sentimental soul,


But, I admit to stifling a tear when City scored a goal.


No, it wasn't Naylor's strike that brought a mist to my eyes,


But the fact that "chips are off, would you settle for pies!".


It wasn't the most tastefully decorated of places.


Yet it was very popular for I recognised many familiar faces.


Although I had passed it many times on my way to the toilet.


I was determined my gourmet lunch would in no way spoil it!


In the company of my friend Malcolm, "something in marketing",


The decor could have been improved by some of plush carpeting.


A doorman named "Showsec" made us feel really welcome,

He leafed through my filofax, before strip searching Malcolm!


An unusual start, but yet one can't be too careful.


For it wouldn't do to be caught hiding a rifle!


Or even an airhorn for that matter!


So as half time approached we hunted in vain for a menu,


And for starters chose crisps, and nuts that were cashew.


The main courses continued in a more adventurous vein.


It prompted "Big Mal" to quote, "I must try this again".


My friend thought long and hard, but plumped for steak pie,


"Not quite a triumph", he muttered, "but still a good buy".


I pounced on the hot dogs, their filling chunky but tough,


Until a mean glance from "Showsec" was nearly enough,


To put me off pudding, but quickly I relented.


Washed down with a most lively coke, that was nicely decanted.


So, as our meal, and the game, reached its leisurely end, 


Mal began to reminisce about a rather naive friend.


A national journalist, obviously unused to strong stout,


Who fell out of the press box and fractured his snout!


THE FOOD BAR, SHIPPO END, BOOTHAM CRESCENT
FOOD:
Limited, but wholesome

SERVICE:
Relaxed, pity the chips were off

AMBIENCE:
Lively, especially when City scored

VALUE:
Leaves a whole in your stomach, not your wallet

0
8 City's AGM
8.1 The Highlights

You may have been one of the few people who attended the City's recent AGM. You probably saw details of the latest balance sheet in The Yorkshire Evening Press. Here, I hope to delve a little deeper into the balance sheet. However, I'm not an accountant, so don't expect any Maxwell - esque revelations.

The YEP did a very succinct summary. For the first time ever, City's income was in  excess of £1,000,000. Unfortunately, expenditure also breached the million mark for the first time. However, a £96,258 profit for the year was posted. City's financial year runs from July 1 to June 30 so the year equates to City's first season back in Division 2. This article, like the accounts, makes comparisons between last season and the previous season which cumulated in our Wembley success.

Admission prices rose to £6.50 (from £5) and this was reflected in matchday gate receipts of £498,946 (from £326,568 a year earlier). City also grossed £40,198 (£46,643) from the play offs. Meanwhile season ticket sales rose to £63,768 (£24,678). The club shop realised a £47,773 profit. That, and income from Junior Reds and Travel Club activity is slightly down, but this is probably due to the previous season's figures being inflated by our Wembley appearance. Around a quarter of City's income came from The Football League.

Surprisingly, with City's first venture into the Pontins League Division 1, receipts from reserve team games dropped to £5,053 (£13,208). However, this figure is slightly distorted as it also includes receipts from friendly games.

On the other hand, salaries, bonuses, benefits and signing on fees rose slightly to £660,618 (£625,061). When announcing the £6.50 admission price, Douglas Craig indicated that it was partly to offset an anticipated increase in travelling expenses for away games. As it turned out, expenses only rose to £49,215 Expenditure on police dipped slightly but the outlay on stewards rose to £30,540 (£23,501) which almost matched the outlay on police. Ground maintenance rose to £40,018 (£17,590), I think this is one figure that is always liable to fluctuate wildly.

On the whole, expenditure remained at similar levels to the previous year while income soared to £1,073,172 (£840,926).

8.2 The Main Numbers

	INCOME

Gate Receipts
£498,000

Season Tickets
 £ 63,000
Club 88 etc 
            £52,000

Club Shop
            £ 47,000
Sponsorship
             £45,000
Play Offs
            £ 40,000

	EXPENSES

Salaries etc
          £660,000

Police & Stewards
  £65,000

National Insurance
  £57,000

Travel
             £49,000

Repairs
             £40,000


8.3 Not A Lot Of People Know ...

Beyond the main balance sheet, there are several interesting facts to emerge. During the year, the club repaid £15,000 of interest free loans to directors and former directors, leaving £35,000 outstanding to directors and former directors.

The number of playing staff fell to 24 (27) while the number of administrative staff rose to 18 (16), a net decrease of one.

In the Denis Smith era, the accounts summarised how much the top earners were earning. No such information is to be found in the latest balance sheet.

Over the next year, City have contracted to spend £224,000 on building work at Bootham Crescent, of which £150,000 should be covered by grants.

8.4 The 1995 Balance Sheet?

What can we look forward to in the next balance sheet? The sale of a freehold property in Tisbury Avenue raised £52,000 and, at the moment, transfer dealings should show a profit. The sale of Cooper and Warburton and signings of Barras and Baker will have made a net profit, whereas the previous year, there was only the signing of Cooper. The latest balance sheet shows a deficit of £46,737 (£51,062) on transfer fees and signing on levies, the  signings of Cooper (and Barnes) being largely responsible. 

Whatever else happens this season, we can expect to see a big rise in season ticket sales income as City have posted a big rise in season ticket sales this season.

On the other hand, expect to see a £100,000 outlay for new floodlights and TV and radio income should drop back from £15,775 to much more nearer the previous years figure (£2,109) as we will not have any Match Of The Day appearance (Burnley, FA Cup) to artificially boost the figure.

8.5 The Shareholders

Incidentally, attendance at the AGM is restricted to shareholders or their appointed proxies. Usually, about between 30 and 50 people attend.

Of the 200,000 shares, Douglas Craig owns 123,000 and the other 4 directors own about 67,000 shares between them. That leaves about 10,000 in the hands of other people. The shares cannot be bought on the stock market, they are privately traded.

If you are interested in buying some shares, then I suggest that you contact The Company Secretary and cross your fingers. I remember about 15 years ago, City did sell some shares to the general public through a share offer, I know some supporters who bought them.

9 Half Time Report
9.1 First Half

As February arrives, the season is now into its second half. How do you think City have done in the first half of the season?

KEEPER As usual, no complaints (except his inability to kick straight) about Dean Kiely. He has consistently performed up to our expectations. A star with premiership potential.

DEFENCE We've chopped and changed trying to find our best defence. Whatever  we've come up with, it hasn't had the solidity of last season's Tutill - Stancliffe axis. Without either, like the home game against Bristol Rovers, its looked decidely dodgy.

Paul Atkin His versatility has made him a valued squad member. This season, he's looked reasonable at centre back but struggled elsewhere. He was omitted early season but got back into the side in November and has done his usual steady job. Perhaps that's his true level? A steady squad member, rather than regular.

Tony Barras Good in parts, but I wonder how many people would say that he is an improvement on Ray Warburton?

Wayne Hall Another one whose form hasn't always lived up to his potential. He's struggled, especially early season, possibly because he missed a large portion of pre season training through injury. As with Andy Mc down the right, his surges down the wing give City's attack more scope. May struggle in Division 1.

Andy McMillan After a couple of dodgy seasons, he has come back to something like his best form this season. His linking up with Jon McCarthy down the right provides City with a strong attacking option. Few complaints about his defensive performances either.  Could be a Premiership player on his best form.

Elliott Simpson I can't say too much as Elliott has only played one game. However, we did win that game. Unfortunately, the signing of Paul Wilson will restrict his chances even more.

Paul Stancliffe After the first game of the season, Paul made way for others. So far, no one has really sparkled. When Paul has been recalled, he has failed to repeat last season's commanding performances. Even if age is catching up with Paul, his brain is still as sharp as a needle. We miss his organisational ability.

Steve Tutill "Mr Dependable" has regularly earned man of the match ratings. A team of 11 players with Steve's ability and dedication wouldn't go far wrong. Premiership class.

Paul Wilson Is he an improvement on Wayne? Could £20,000 have been better spent? Do you remember his accurate cross against Plymouth for Jon McCarthy's goal or his poor disciplinary record?

MIDFIELD Our old failing of lack of a ball winner has again been very apparent. When on top, we don't tend to notice our deficiencies, but when the game is going against us, we struggle as our midfield is overrun. We've also failed to capitalise when taking the lead, such as the Cardiff and Peterborough games. When teams have had to come at us, we've been found wanting. A  shortage of midfield players hasn't helped.

Steve Bushell Injury has restricted his effectiveness. I thought it was Steve, as much as anyone, who was responsible for our surge after Christmas last season. Steve, can we have the same again this season. Premiership potential.

Tony Canham Is age starting to catch up with Tony? He's not been his sparkling self this season, perhaps he's missing Ian Blackstone. Early season, without Blackie, Tony had no real competition for the number 11 shirt. His place was virtually assured. Graeme Murty and Wayne Hall are now live contenders for the number 11 shirt. The only way is down? How about Scarborough?
Scott Jordan Has shown glimpses of ability. Back in August, I thought he wouldn't make the grade. Now, I'm not sure. However, he still needs to be brought along slowly. Another spell in the reserves wouldn't go amiss. Deserves a new contract this summer.

Jon McCarthy He has scored a few cracking goals this season. He's not had enough cracking games to make Bradford City (or anyone else) come in with an offer that City can't refuse. I also get the feeling that when Jon is playing at the top of his form he is City's most valuable player, Paul Barnes included. QPR made a star out of Trevr Sinclair, it could have been Jon.

Nigel Pepper Once again he is making his mark in the midfield. Nowadays, he's added a fair modicum of skill to his game. However, due to the make up of the side, his good work sometimes doesn't receive the praise it deserves. Won't let anyone down.

Darren Williams It had to happen. A Darren in the side. We haven't seen enough of our current intermediate captain in first team action to judge him.

ATTACK The same comment about a lack of midfield players applies to our strike force. We've lost Steve Cooper and Ian Blackstone.  However, the 3 central srikers and 2 wide men option has worked well on several occasions. Naylor and Baker provide excellent support. But what would you give for one of them to score 20 goals a season? Put those goals alongside Paul Barnes' guaranteed 20 plus and we've got a very successful side.

Paul Baker I'm not quite sure how much of a role is envisaged for Paul. He adds bulk and presence to a 3 pronged central strike force in a way that neither Barnes or Naylor does. His bulk and ability in the air does tend to take some of the pressure off Barnes and give Naylor much more room in which to display his skills. At 31 he is probably a short term signing.

Paul Barnes His first 2 seasons followed a similar pattern. He really started to score goals after Christmas. This season the same is happening. A hat trick against Blackpool and goals at Crewe and Chester suggest that the pattern will be repeated. Let's hope he's been saving himself for another push towards the play offs. I'd say that Paul is the best all round striker I've seen play for City since Paul Aimson. Why doesn't a Premiership club come along for him and his outstanding scoring record?

Glenn Naylor The jury is still out as to whether he is the answer to our scoring problems. Highly rated by Alan Little, he's still to justify Alan's faith. Let's hope that he can as I'm sure with 2 heavy goalscorers in the side our prospects would improve. He can't remain a promising youngster for ever! His recent 6 month contract is a step in the right direction. By May, he should have done enough to have earned a longer contract.

9.2 The Second Half

With our usual early exit from The FA Cup and The Auto Whatsit Cup we have only our league position to play for in the second half. There's plenty of work to be done if we are to move up the table and challenge for promotion. Despite our league position. I feel that we are more likely to move up the table, rather than down, always provided we don't sell any key players. I can see us finishing in a comfortable mid table position, clear of the relegation battle, but possibly never quite able to get into a position to challenge for the play offs.

Certainly, its largely the same squad that did so well last season. We should be able to rise up the table. After all, we've beaten most of the top teams in the division this season.

However, on a more cautious note. The squad has been together from the depths of Division 3. If we were to get promotion I feel that a few players would be out of their depth.

Talking about departures. What would happen if we sold Paul Barnes or Dean Kiely? Would one departure mark the break up of our side. Remember a year ago. Jon McCarthy signed an extension to his contract. He made it perfectly plain that he thought that City had ambitions to progress upwards and that he wanted to continue to play his part in that progress. What would he think if we started selling our best players?

No matter how much you get for your best player, it takes a big slice out of a club. On the field, we're short of a class player. Off the field, the supporters become disillusioned. Just about the only person who is happy is the bank manager. Its a fact of life that of any transfer fee received, the team manager only gets a proportion of it to strengthen the side. In the past, City's record at being able to secure big money signings is rather lacking. You might say City should pay higher wages. But, prospective signings have been known to say that housing is too expensive in York. Whatever, any new signing is a risk. We would have to be extremely lucky to pick up a new Jon McCarthy, Dean Kiely or Paul Barnes, for the same fee we paid for the original, immediately after selling the original.

10 Odds And Sods

"Teammate Steve Sedgley will eat worms, cigarette ends, anything. Gazza once bet him £100 he wouldn't eat one of those blue disinfectant things out of the toilet. He did. When Gazza was presented with the cheque, he ate that as well". Gary Mabbutt

The expression "back to square one" originated in 1927. Radio Times printed a diagram of the pitch divided into 8 numbered squares for the first games to be broadcast on radio. The commentator described the action in relation to the squares. "Buchan, in square 3 passes back to square one". The 1927 FA Cup between Arsenal and Cardiff was just one of the games to be covered in this manner.

The real reason that George Best went to play in the States? He saw the advert "Drink Canada Dry" and couldn't resist the challenge.


City's record away league win was achieved at Wrexham where they won 6-2 on August 21, 1954, Arthur Bottom scoring a hat trick. It beat their previous record of a 6-3 win at Rochdale achieved on February 20, 1934. However, the all time best away win was achieved in the FA Cup when they won 6-0 at South Shields on November 16, 1968, Ian Ross 3, MacDougall 2 and Gerry Baker scoring. Conversely, Rochdale's record away winning margin was achieved with a 7-0 win at Bootham Crescent on January 14, 1939.

Making a name for himself on London's alternative comedy circuit is one Dennis Green. Samples of his work include, "If there is one thing worse than playing for Wycombe Wanderers its watching them". Another is the one about 2 referees walking the streets of London. They find a dead horse in Shaftesbury Avenue, one says to the other, "Yes, but I can't spell Shaftesbury". The other replies, "well, let's carry it around the corner into Greek Street". Dennis stick to your day job which is centre half (and former record signing) for Wycombe Wanderers.


"You can't come in here through that gate", Lord's groundsman to Seb Coe.


"Don't you know who I am, I am Seb Coe", Coe


"Well, in won't take you long to run round then, will it?".

"The referee's a Bastard". Chant at the 1878 FA Cup Final refereed by Mr Segar Bastard

"When I lose my temper at home I don't take it out on my wife and 2 kids. I go for a walk so that I can beat up the dog instead". Julian Dicks.
Rod Stewart has stopped kicking footballs into the audience at his concerts. He has 12 lawsuits pending, all from audience members claiming for injuries they sustained when he kicked balls into the audience.

11 Nightmare At Bootham Crescent - 12 Matches From The Chamber Of Horrors.

Mick Parker, who I'm sure you will recall a key figure at Terrace Talk made his New Frontiers' debut in the last issue. This time, he recalls his "Nightmare At Bootham Crescent" and beyond. He terms it his "12 Matches From The Chamber Of Horrors".
1980/1 Northampton (H) 1-2 The climax to an abysmal season. City were doomed to finish bottom of The Football League, breaking all records in the process. A crowd (if you can call it that) of 1,167 witnessed the last rites, our eleventh home defeat of the season, and to think it had all started so promisingly with a 4-0 home win over Bournemouth.

1981/2 Colchester (A) 0-4 A Friday night and several pints of the local dishwater failed to alleviate the pain. The team contained such illuminaries as Eddie Flood, Stuart Croft and John Bentham. We caught the midnight mail train back to York which was the equivalent in the tedium stakes to watching extended highlights of The World Chess Championship through frosted glass. 

1981/2 Northampton (A) 0-5 Apologies for including The Cobblers again. This drubbing epitomised the kind of thing we had to put up with in the bad old days. Not content with allowing the home attack to run rings round our defence, we gave them a helping hand by scoring two goals. City fans could take no more and in an effort to obliterate the sight of any more monstrosities, set off a series of smoke bombs from the visitors terrace. 

1983/4 Blackpool (A) 0-3 Match Of The Day, City leading Division 4 and a trip to the seaside, what more could you want. Well, commitment, skill, accurate shooting and an ability to pass to a teammate amongst other things. This was our record breaking season, the one chance to show the nation what a great side we had. We played like we had consumed a ton of candy floss washed down by Greenalls followed by a few rides on the Big Dipper.

1984/5 Doncaster (A) 0-0 A Freight Rover Trophy, First Round, First Leg match. The cameras were not here for this one, just as well as the entire tape would have ended up on the cutting room floor. The game took place in what seemed like sub zero temperatures. The terraces were covered in straw which at least enabled supporters to get their heads down and get some sleep.

1984/5 Liverpool (A) 0-7 After the heroics of the first match at Bootham Crescent it would have been unfair to expect miracles, but the biggest turn out for a City away match in decades witnessed a demolition. The agony seemed never ending, when would the scoring stop? Thankfully it did not reach double figures. The game was made all the more unbearable by being squeezed onto the terraces like sardines and poked by policemen with big sticks.

1986/7 Walsall (H) 1-5 Yet another case of after The Lord Mayor's Show. Having just dispatched Crewe in The FA Cup (David Platt et al) we were put on our arses by the cream of the West Midlands. A Derek Hood penalty was greeted with condescending cheers. We had clues as to forthcoming events when the central defensive pairing was named as Dave McAughtrie and Alan Whitehead.

1986/7 Caernarfon (H) 1-2 It is always embarrassing to be held by a non league club, especially one so low down the pyramid (ie foundation level). To be beaten at home by the same team is, well  the word hasn't been invented. In the annals of City's football history, never can they have been so humiliated. The replay should have been avoided, instead of placing the ball in the back of the net from a yard in the first game, Tony Canham elected to see if he could land the ball in the moat of Caernarfon Castle.

1987/8 Leeds (H) 0-4 So near to completing the mother of all victories at Elland Road, we had a second bite of the cherry on home turf. Unfortunately, this was the era of Bobby Saxton. Phil Kitching and Tony Clegg were no match for John Sheridan and Bob Taylor, in fact I would be hard pushed to find a match for that pair short of pitching them up against the likes of Mr Blobby and Dusty Bin. Matters were not helped by Scott Endersby's illusion that the ball had suddenly turned into a boiling hot King Edward and proceeded to let it squirm from his grasp with comical regularity. He went on to become landlord at The Black Bull much to the delight of the local pint glass retailer.

1989/90 Halifax (H) 0-2 What a festive treat this was! Boxing Day 1989 and Halifax were in town. High expectations for a few goals with City in the top six. Fat chance. A goal in each half for The Shayman and City showing all the after effects of the previous couple of days carousing. Either that or they were just crap.

1990/1 Peterborough (H) 0-4 This one really sticks in the gullet. When you're in the bottom five you need all the support you can get. We got was a bunch of schoolkids behind Dean Kiely's goal cheering the opposition. None of us like a beating, but if you are going to cheer your opponents why bother paying the entrance fee? We don't need you so just go and pick your spots somewhere else bum fluff brigade!

1992/3 Scarborough (A) 2-4 T'was the week before Christmas, the defence looked like prize turkeys. I don't regard Scarborough as main rivals as the definition of rival is a competitor having the same pretensions which is impossible for a team with as many fans as Robert Maxwell (RIP) and a ground that resembles a bandstand and a bicycle shed either side of a cow field. In no time we were 3 down and eventually suffered the ignominy of a hammering at the hands of the East Coast's finest. City fans so enraged afterwards tried gatecrashing a fancy dress party and encountered a deranged daffy duck who lost a number of feathers in the melee.

12 THE NOT SO HAPPY WANDERERS?
City's 1954/5 FA Cup heroes were praised throughout the whole footballing world. Surprisingly, few went on to play football at a higher grade.

What stands out is that many of the players played out the rest of their professional careers with City. At the time of the cup run many were young enough to have attracted the attention of bigger clubs. The team acquired 'The Happy Wanderers' nickname. I get the impression they were happy but not wanderers.

They had a terrific team spirit. That was still apparent when I had meet some of them during the Roof Appeal in 1989. They recalled many games and incidents from over 30 years previous.

In the years prior to the cup run, City had been noted for selling their star players onto higher clubs for large transfer fees. In February 1954, City had received a club record fee of £10,500 when David Dunmore joined Spurs. In 1952, goalkeeper, Des Thompson had joined Burnley for £7,350. Two of the biggest clubs at the country at the time. I'm sure that some of 1955 heroes must have had the ability to play at a higher level.

Only 2 of the side went onto to play at a higher grade. Arthur Bottom moved to Newcastle in 1958 where he was a regular scorer in a short lived career before moving down the divisions to Chesterfield. Surprisingly, it was the veteran Sid Storey who also moved up. He had a spell with Division 2 side Barnsley.

Norman Wilkinson and Billy Fenton were regular scorers for City. In goal, Tommy Forgan was among the best, if not the best, in the division. None of them moved on, despite all being young enough to attract the attention of bigger clubs.

In the era of maximum wage and no freedom of contract, the rest of the team spent most of the rest of their professional careers with City. Maximum wages meant that a top international and a player with a club at the foot of The Football League could expect to earn similar wages and bonuses. There was no freedom of contract, effectively, a player could be forced to play for a club for the whole of his career if his club so wished. How different it is today when a player can walk away from his club at the end of his contract, or even, sometimes, before it ends.

Perhaps it was a combination of the maximum wage and the proceeds from the cup run that meant City didn't have to sell to survive in the late 1950s. Also, today we have talk of part time football. In the 1950s, part time football was a reality. Of City's FA Cup squad, 4 players were part timers including Billy Fenton, a draughtsman, and Gordon Brown would regularly travel to York from his Nottingham home where he worked as a store man. Part timers earned more than full timers when their other job was taken into account. A part timer with City earned more than a full timer with the likes of Newcastle or Manchester United.

13 Bootham Cheers

13.1 Lees Bitter, City Stutter

The Lees Bitter in Milnrow's welcoming Free Trade Tavern on the way home from Crewe started with a hint of sourness which gave way to a more pleasant taste. The same could be said of City's performances over the Christmas period.

Against Bristol Rovers in the first quarter of an hour it looked like we were in for a thriller with chances being created by both teams. Even after the first goal City looked to be moving strongly. Then came the double interruption of the black dog and replacement official. The injured linesman seemed to take City's motivation down the tunnel with him and after that John Ward's ploy of using 2 or 3 defenders to muzzle Jon McCarthy effectively quarantining our attacking options.

The performance (too kind a word?) was rightly condemned by Alan Little and prompted thoughts that an afternoon Christmas shopping would have provided more entertainment.

13.2 A Game Of Two Halves And Four Centre Halves

I was surprised to read the expanded praise for the team following the Crewe game. City started the game as cold as the tea hut's cornish pasty which was replaced by an only marginally warmer meat and potato pie.

The girl serving had left the oven door as open as City's defence which proceeded, in the first half, to allow Crewe chance after chance. Only some inspired keeping by Deano prevented a rout as City were continually split apart by fast passes from a mobile midfield linking well with their front men.

It was a brave step to replace Atkin ten minutes before half time and the move seemed to backfire when early in the second half Tony Barras pulled up with a hamstring strain. Unlike the morons (the kind of "support" we don't want) who cheered the injury, I feared the worst but Nigel Pepper alongside sub Steve Tutill prevented any further damage and as predicted by Alan Little, Crewe started to tire. However, it was only really in the last 20 minutes that City came to life and even if the ref had given a second penalty, when Barnes was clipped from behind in the box five minutes after the first, a draw would have been an undeserved result from a game which at least saw a promising appearance from Graeme Murty.

13.3 
Tangerines Peeled

What a transformation on Boxing Day! If the Blackpool centre forward had been as composed as Crewe's we might have gone 1-0 down. But Kiely's boots saved the day and then Jon McCarthy took centre stage and with Glenn Naylor unselfishly helped Paul Barnes to his second hat trick of the season. Naylor took his chance (also provided by Jon McCarthy) superbly and his classy strike at Oxford confirmed that a longer run in the first team, has helped to establish the confidence that any striker needs. Paul Atkin, after an abysmal start to the season, has also improved now that he can see the prospect of a longer first team stint.

It was a pity that City couldn't cope with the wind and the offside tactics at Cambridge but at least they rounded off the trio of visits to historic cities with a fine result at Chester. The goalden gifts were accepted impressively by Scott Jordan and calmly by Jon McCarthy, the latter more deserving than anyone for praise at the way that the team's fortunes have climbed.

And so on to the Brady bunch where it looked like Birmingham's need for Paul Barnes was greater than our need. 

Can I sense another push for the play offs? After the bitterness and old peculiar displays against Bristol Rovers and Crewe, its been a case of Yorkshire Best in recent weeks.

Finally, I would like to express congratulations and sincere best wishes to the New Frontiers editor on his wedding. It will be interesting to hear the stories he tells following his honeymoon in China.


Cheers, DW

14 So Far So...

Nov 1 Hull 3 YC 0 How could the defence let in 3 after performing so well at Wycombe? Nov 5 YC 3 Huddersfield 0 Our 4-3-3 formation comes up trumps. We were well on top even before Huddersfield lost a player. The first half was our best 45 minutes of the season so far Nov 8 YC 2 Bradford C 2 Last minute goal knocks us out of the Autoglass. Wilson signs for £20,000 Nov 9 Mansfield Reserves 5 YC Reserves 1 Ricky Greenough, Tim Hotte, Andy Smith and Lee Medforth all get another chance with City. "Lads, don't ring us, we'll ring you" Nov 12 YC 3 Rotherham 3 Even at 3-1 you felt the game wasn't dead. However, another fine attacking display Nov 16 YC Reserves 2 Huddersfield Reserves 1 Warren McMillan, 24 year old brother of Andy, scores the winner Nov 19 Leyton 0 YC 1 Kiely, Baker flick on, Barnes. 1-0. Funny how today we never looked in the least bit of danger when we were a goal up. Players walking off at end with scant acknowledgement of City fans until Barnes leads them up towards the City end. Make that man captain. Tannoy plays "When Walls Come Tumbling Down" at half time, a week after a wall collapsed at Leyton's FA Cup game at Tiverton. YEP publish details of the latest balance sheet. Nov 26 YC 1 Plymouth 0 Another fluent first half display. The game was drifting towards a 0-0 draw when a rare McCarthy header gave us the 3 points. Then Plymouth got nasty. They had one sent off, it should have been 2. Again, we never looked in danger of conceding a goal Nov 28 £250,000 Birmingham bid tabled for Paul Barnes. Little wants £300,000. Its too close for my liking Nov 29 Despite what the national media say, YEP report that the clubs can't agree a fee and that until they do, Birmingham can't speak to Barnes. Birmingham won't increase their bid, YEP also reports Aberdeen watching Pepper, the form of Steve Cooper has alerted Scottish clubs to the talent at Bootham Crescent.


Dec 5 Birmingham Inters 0 YC 2 Through to Round 3 of The FA Youth Cup  Dec 10 YC 0 Bristol R 3 A game of 2 halves. The first bad, the second worse. Half time announcement that £20 notes will no longer be accepted, several forgeries have been passed at the turnstiles in recent weeks Dec 12 At the AGM, Douglas Craig  reveals that new floodlights will be ready for the start of next season and that the Grosvenor Road end will be re-developed in 1996. He says City won't pay "silly money of £1,000 or £2,000 a week" in wages Dec 16 Crewe 2 YC 1 Bristol Rovers again, Little admits he was wrong to start with Tutill on the bench. Dec 20 City bid £60,000 for Rob Matthews, Notts County's 24 year old reserve striker whose got an impressive goalscoring record from limited first team opportunities. Inters lose 1-0 at Sheffield United in Round 3 of The FA Youth Cup, but still a close second in the league Dec 24 Graham Lancashire finally joins Preston Dec 26 YC 4 Blackpool 0 A storming display, it could have been 8-0, Barnes hat trick, Pepper could have had a hat trick too Dec 28 Cambridge 1 YC 0 Windy conditions win. Little withdraws Matthews bid as player dithers over what to do Dec 31 Weather 1 YC 0 Wrexham 0 Frost bound pitch.


Jan 2 Oxford 0 YC 2 City impress in icy conditions, Denis Smith complains that the game shouldn't have been played. Atkin & Kiely share man of the match award, superb Naylor strike Jan 5 Naylor comes off transfer list and signs new contract for the rest of the season Jan 7 Chester 0 YC 4 All the more impressive considering City lost Naylor and Barnes through injury Jan 9 Selby 0 YC 3 Friendly Jan 14 YC 2 Birmingham 0 With Barnes & Naylor injured, McCarthy and Canham do the business as City are on top form.


Elsewhere Blackpool pay a tribunal fixed £65,000 for Darren Bradshaw. Iain Dunn (Huddersfield) makes history by becoming the first player to score in sudden death "extra time" in the Autoglass game with Lincoln on November 30.


I Almost Forgot Andy Curtis, the ex City winger was released by Peterborough and came back to City on trial in October. He broke his leg in his first trial game.

Steve Cooper

14.1 Airdrie Via Malton

Can I thank Owen from Malton for a lot of the Steve Cooper material below. He got in touch with the Airdrie fanzine "Only The Lonely" and they swapped notes.

To free spending Airdrie, £60,000 Steve Cooper was not a huge signing. They've struggled for a regular scorer and obviously hope that Steve is the man to put the situation right. Peter Davenport last season, and Justin Fashanu before him, had failed to produce the goals which Owen Coyle had previously managed.

OTL doubted the wisdom of Coop providing the goals.  However, Steve is already up there among the leading scorers in Division 1. A goal at Ayr was marked by a "spur of the moment" combined cartwheel and somersault and brought out stories of how he had been a 17 year old school gymnastics champion. Airdrie told him not to do it again for fear of injury. Rather surprisingly, only a low proportion of his goals have come from headers.

14.2 One Stevie Cooper

OTL say he is, "pretty limited on the ground, his first touch makes you wonder whether he's got his boots on the wrong feet".

15 Snippets

15.1 Muso Update

Saw Shed 7 in London in October. They were okay, not a City shirt in evidence. They were overshadowed by the support, Supergrass. Their groupies wouldn't swap a Shed 7 fanzine for New Frontiers. I wasn't going to pay "£2 for it.
York Musos #2. Chris Dean (aka X Moore), formerly of The Redskins, is back in York living with his mum in Bishophill.

York Musos #3. I saw Nick Jackson of The Cartridge Family at the Orient game. He went away laden with arms full of back issues of New Frontiers.
15.2 City Stars

Can we expect City to appeal when Nigel Pepper next gets suspended. Spurs went to every tribunal possible until they got the result they wanted. Why not City?

John MacPhail was spotted walking down London's Oxford Street by Dale Banton's cousin in October, days after receiving his redundancy cheque from Hartlepool.
15.3 Bung Culture

Q. How many hands has George Graham got?

A. 3. A right hand, a left hand and a back hander.

15.4 Transfer  Rumours

Strikers on the move. Collymore £6m, Cole £7m. When can we expect a £10,000,000 bid for Paul Barnes. Also, Scarborough's strike force are interesting Fray Bentos.

There's no truth in the rumour that Peter Shilton has taken a job as an Independent Financial Advisor.

15.5 Bruce Grobbelaar

End of season headline? "Grobbelaar wins championship medal with Spurs".  Impossible you say. However, its probable. Last summer, Bruce guested for the South African side Cape Town Spurs who are running neck and neck with Orlando Pirates for the South African title. Everyone, no matter how few games they played wins a championship medal.

15.6 Noticeboard

WANTED By Tony. Anyone interested in doing a sponsored "Lyke Wake Walk" for The Youth Development Fund in June or July? (I suspect if you don't volunteer to walk, someone might come round and get you to sponsor him, Editor). He also wants City lapel badges, the older the better. If you can help with either request, write or phone Tony. 55 Rathbone Rd, Bearwood, Warley, W Midlands, B67 5JF (021 420 2795).

WANTED Any old memorabilia from Bootham Crescent and York City. Photos, press cuttings etc. Contact New Frontiers at the address on page 3.
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