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Editorial – April 1995

Springtime and a manager's thoughts turn to new contracts. Which of his players does he want to keep? Who will he let go? The contract information below is gleamed largely from the back page of The Yorkshire Evening Press.


Over the last few years, City have managed to sign key players on "long term" contracts. In February, Steve Tutill signed a contract that ties him to City until June 1998, I believe that's the longest contract ever offered to a City player. Likewise, Barnes, McCarthy, Bushell, Wilson, Barras, Naylor, Jordan, Murty and Scaife have contracts that go through to 1996 at least. Such players are committed to City and can only leave beforehand by agreement.

Canham Freed?


Of the others, Canham and Barratt both have contracts that expire this summer. City can offer them new contracts. Like, Gary Swann last summer, the player is free to accept or decline. If he declines, he is free to move on, and strictly speaking, City can ask for a fee, which maybe decided by a tribunal if the clubs cannot agree.


Barratt's had a series of one year contracts and can be considered no more than an occasional first team player. I would release him. I'm not too sure about TC. Those mazy runs down the wing are now much less frequent and when was his last goal from outside the area? Murty's just got a new 2 year contact so his immediate future is assured. Would we want both in the first team next season? Perhaps we could release TC, he's still good enough to get a good signing on fee elsewhere if we let him go now.


Baker signed for £15,000, I would expect he'd be offered a new contract, could we afford to write off his fee after 8 months? I suspect Warrington, Mockler and Simpson are all out of contract this summer. It seems that Simpson's first team chances are extremely limited and I would be inclined to release him. As for the other 2, I'm not sure. I've not seen Peverell play so I'm not best qualified to pass judgement on him. A squad player at the best perhaps?


That brings us on to the others. Kiely, McMillan, Pepper, Atkin and Hall. I've no idea whether their contracts are up this summer or not. Whatever, I would definitely want to see the first 3 here again next season.

Squad Size


There are 22 names above. Add a few of our successful intermediate side and we've got a large squad. We must shed a few to bring in some new, hopefully better quality players. After all, you could argue we've gone backwards this season. The way forward is to replace some of the players we've already got.

The Squad, The Team


Biting the bullet, I would be looking to release Canham, Barratt, Simpson, Peverell and either Atkin or Mockler. I'd also put either Hall or Wilson on the transfer list. No disrespect to any of those, but I can't see how they could help us to progress upwards next season. Even that leaves 16 players for next season before we start to think about adding this season's intermediates or summer signings to the squad. Last season, it was 3 intermediates. I would like at least a couple of players (maybe as many as 4) signed who would go straight into the first team.


Perhaps, we need to transfer a few more players. After all, we haven't been good enough this season, why should the same players prove to be good enough next season?


Next season I would play: Kiely: McMillan, Tutill, AN Other, AN Other; Pepper, Bushell; McCarthy, Naylor, AN Other, AN Other.

Other Ideas?


That would be my side. Other people may have different ideas. I'm sure, new defenders and new midfield men will be on the minds of many City supporters. Do we sell Barnes or McCarthy or Kiely and use the money to sign multiple replacements, or even balance the books?


With crowds as low as 2,300, we must be losing money on a regular basis. How long can we sustain the losses? How do ambitious players feel when they confronted by such small crowds? Would Paul Barnes like to play in front of 15,000 at Birmingham or 2,300 at City? Would Jon McCarthy prefer playing in front of fanatical Roker Park crowds or alongside Robbo at Middlesbrough or (dare I say it) 5,000 at Valley Parade or 2,300 at City? I like to think both players are ambitious for themselves.

Looking Back


Much has been said of how we're better off, points wise, this season. That may be so, but since the good run over  Christmas and New Year, we've failed to put together a good run to propel us from our mid table position to a play off spot. Last year, on April 16, City won at Bristol Rovers, a win that effectively secured our play off spot.


Over the last few weeks, we've had a series of opportunities, but haven't taken them. In March, a home defeat by Swansea and goalless draws with Wycombe and Bradford meant 7 dropped points. Our good away form has counted for nothing.


We've all had our say as to why things have gone wrong. Many say that we haven't been playing as well as last season. Its a matter of opinion, but I share that view. One thing is certain, Paul Barnes hasn't hit the same rich vein of form that he hit last spring and that has hit us hard. What wouldn't we have given for Paul Barnes goals against Wycombe and Bradford?
Chris Forth

Big City

Anyone who went to see City at Birmingham recently can't have failed to have been impressed by the St Andrews' facilities.


The ground has been extensively redeveloped into an impressive all seated stadium. The surrounding area is still to be completed. I believe, like Liverpool and others, Brum bought local houses and then knocked them down to allow the club to expand. One end house was left standing and is now a club shop stocking a large range of leisure wear. The stadium itself incorporates another club shop.


I reckon on the day City visited, Brum must have grossed £200,000 through the gate and from other sources, such as the club shops, programme and food sales. That is about one fifth of our income, from all sources, for a whole year.


Their affluence was reflected by looking through the programme. It listed 37 players who had seen first team action this season, 20 of them had scored goals. That is as many goalscorers as we've got professionals. Incidentally, three of their squad, Paul Moulden, Andy Saville and George Parris, all big money signings, were available for free transfers, presumably to lighten the squad to enable Barry Fry to bring in some new signings. Could you see City giving free transfers to 3 of our big money signings (do we have 3?) in one go?


Brum's reserve team play in The Pontins League Division 2 and The Avon Insurance Football Combination. That's right, they've got 2 reserve sides. A Monday side and a Wednesday side. 


The down side of being a big club? Probably, the admission price. I paid £11 for my seat, the Brummies seemed happy to pay. Over 14,000 people saw the game. Currently on offer are a range of sponsorship packages. Match sponsorship for 16 people costs £2,950 plus VAT. Smaller packages down to 6 people for £995 plus VAT on top are available. That works out at almost £200 a person.


For the less well off, the club shop offers a whole range of goodies. "Kids For A Quid" was in operation the week after City's visit It put 4,000 on the gate. For £1, kids can sit anywhere, the scheme has operated several times this season.


A free mailing list, with over 15,000 names, keeps Brum fans in touch with the club. For the fan who wants to help, he can get a Royal Bank Of Scotland "Blues Mastercard", every purchase made with the card benefits the club financially.


Definitely a big city club, with big ideas. Its not long ago that Birmingham were faced with bankruptcy. Today, they can go out and sign a player for £800,000. And then do the same a few weeks later. Their side contains several younger players who are attracting the attentions of the top flight clubs.

China

I've had quite a few people asking me about my recent experiences in China. Apologies to anyone who isn't interested, but please permit me to have my say.

Fuzhou


Everyone was very friendly, people couldn't have made me more welcome. Staying in Fuzhou, a large industrial town on the south eastern coastline, overlooking Taiwan, we had a lot of seafood and shellfish to eat.

Food


The thing that struck me about eating in China was how much there was at each meal. The table would be laid out with the starters and about at five minutes intervals, another main course was brought out. Often, the main course consisted of a dozen dishes, no course was cleared away until the plate was empty. It was possible to eat the starters alongside the dessert. Among the things I ate for the first time were shark, snake, toad (at the time I thought it was the most tender chicken I had ever eaten, I learnt later it was toad), fox and pigeon. Nothing tasted foul, the snake tasted rather bland but that was the only thing I could say against any of the dishes I sampled.

Hospitalised


I suffered a couple of bouts of upset stomach. I think the sausages I had for Christmas Day breakfast triggered the first bout. The diarrhoea quickly went, the temperature stayed high. You were probably watching City put 4 goals past Blackpool as I spent 4 hours on Boxing Day afternoon on a hospital drip. My mother in law knew best and I couldn't speak the lingo to argue with her. The second bout was caused by The American Beef Noodle Company's beef noodles.

Westerners


In Fuzhou, I only saw a handful of westerners in the 3 weeks I was there. And they were in the hotels that cater for western visitors. Very few people spoke English. A trip up to the next province revealed slightly more English speakers, at least among those involved in the tourist trade. They could say, "Mister, over here" and "please take my boat". In 5 days, the only westerner we saw was in the local Kentucky Fried Chicken.


My wife, Yue said that she had no recollection of seeing a westerner in the flesh until she was 18, ten years ago. I'm sure when we were out, when many people saw me, I was the first westerner that they had ever seen.

Media


I was staying in a household which didn't watch much televised sport. There was maybe six or eight hours of Asian and European soccer on TV every week, including a live Italian game and English highlights. They showed much American sport. Other TV consisted of mainly costumed drama, awful comedy (I could tell without understanding the language), karaoke and quiz shows.


I saw very few newspapers, it wasn't until my last week in China that I saw an English language paper. It was a 12 page broadsheet, one page of sport which included all the English results and brief reports and news coverage. Chinese news seemed to consist of booming towns and industrial regions and vast numbers of foreign companies investing in joint ventures.

The Big Build, Cars & Mountains 


Everywhere I went, new buildings and roads were being constructed, it was a very labour intensive operation, very few machines were evident. One horrendous car journey involved a 150 kilometre drive up a single track road to a mountain top resort. All the way up the mountain, extensive re-construction of the road was underway. In one spot, we were stationery for 90 minutes as a broken down car was pushed off the road. Roadside shacks had been pulled down and new houses built back from the road to allow for it to be widened.


Private cars are still very restricted. In the cities, I counted 75% of the cars on the roads were taxis. A fleet of red Ladas provided the taxi fleet.


I bet you're wondering how we drove up the mountain when the usage of private cars is prohibited. We were chauffeur driven. My father in law was head of the province's state controlled publishing company before he retired and he was able to call upon a chauffeur driven company car. His position came in very useful, at times a flash of his "business / identity" card smoothed the way and opened doors that I'm sure would have remained shut otherwise.

Sport For The Masses


On my travels I only saw one large sporting facility. That was a swimming pool that had been built 30 years ago as part of the mansion that was the home of Ling Biao a former close friend of Mao who was killed fleeing in a plane after a bungled assassination attempt on Mao in 1974. The pool has stood empty ever since. Today, the elite athletes are housed in remote training camps. It appears that there are few sporting facilities for the masses.

Urinals


Our football clubs could learn from China. Many urinals had deep trenches dug into the ground, which would have alleviated many of the problems football supporters have experienced in England. Something else that football supporters experience in England is prevalent in China. That is charging away supporters higher admission than the home supporters. Travel, accommodation and admission to tourist spots was invariably more dearer for me than Yue. Hotels and travel would typically charge a 25% surcharge. £5 instead of £1 was the most extreme example. £5 for a 2 day pass to the local beauty spot was still a real bargain.


Prices were generally much cheaper than Britain. The lowest value note in circulation was worth one penny. I saw coins worth one twentieth of a penny.


Incidentally, at one public urinal, the attendant put 2 fingers up to me, apparently it was to indicate the price, at those prices I could have had 7 pees for a penny.

Postscript

On my return from China, I read about a new national Chinese soccer league. The Marlboro cigarette sponsored national consists of 12 teams. Foreign stars have been imported, including 3 Englishmen. Most people will have heard of none of them. I'd heard of one, Darren Tilley.
Postscript (1) - see issue 26 for more, alongside Tilley were other stalwarts including Richard Crossley, our reserve  centre half and their agent, Chris Galvin, one of our loanees from Wilf McGuinness’ time)
Postscript (2) - see issues 19 and 25 for more on subsequent Chinese visits.
Trouble Ahead?  10 Year Cycles

If, like me, you've been supporting City for many years then you will have experienced some good times and some bad times. I started supporting City in the late 1960s. It was the bad times as we suffered 3 successive re-election campaigns. Then, we started to put a side together. It had one good season (1970/1), then 2 more bad ones before the side was complete. Our only ever spell in the old Division 2 (see facing page) followed as promotion was gained in 1974.


Soon the side grew old and we plummeted back down to the very bottom of The Football League. It seemed that we would remain there forever. Condemned to doom and despondency by Wilf McGuinness. Charlie Wright and Barry Lyons couldn't rescue us.


It seemed like a miracle had happened when Denis Smith transformed a team of has beens and never had beens into our 1984 record breaking championship busting side. We strolled Division 4. A year later, Arsenal were no match. We almost beat Liverpool too. Then what happens? Roger Jones retires, John Byrne and John MacPhail leave. None are adequately replaced. Its the pits again.


John Bird can't rescue us. John Ward comes along and things don't look too promising. He finishes his first season with no real improvement apparent. He makes one key summer signing and away we go. Paul Barnes' goals take us all the way to Wembley and promotion. Last season was almost a re-run.


One common thread is running through the years. 1974, 1984 and 1993. About every 10 years we put together a good side, we have 2 or 3 successful seasons before we return to what some people may consider our rightful home. A lower division club.


You have been warned. We've reached the mid point of the decade and its going to be downhill from now on.


Don't believe me? Before I supported City, we'd had a good mid 1960s side which gained promotion in 1966 only to be relegated a season later. Possibly, the most celebrated chapter in City's history was written in 1955 with our FA Cup semi final appearance. Great things were expected of that side. However, despite gaining promotion in 1959, 1955 was the high spot and the start of a downward trend which lasted until the 1965/6 season.


For a club of City's size, perhaps this is all we can expect. The law of averages say that you are bound to get a nucleus of good players together every so often. However, when those players grow old or move on, it isn't easy, in fact its almost impossible, to replace them.


You've been warned. The downward spiral starts here. Do not expect another promotion campaign until 2004. Will you still be here supporting City? Enjoy the summer. Don't be too depressed.
Print Issue Only – Oxford Pen Pictures
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So Far So ...

Thanks for the patience shown with the last issue of New Frontiers, both in the delay in publication due to postponements and giving change when we cut the price to 30p in March. We'll be back next season with 4 or 5 issues at our normal 50p price.

Jan 18 Reserves, including Nicky Scaife (father Bob, ex Hartlepool, was a 1970s trialist), Nicky Peverell (ex Hartlepool) & David Campbell lose 3-0 at Port Vale. Campbell joined Cambridge after the game and went straight into their first team where he broke his leg on debut. Jan 21 Huddersfield v YC Postponed after a torrential late downpour. At least the televised rugby league semi final went ahead on the ground a day later Jan 24 Portakabin extend sponsorship deal Jan 28 YC v Wycombe A couple of inches of snow causes cancellation. The tenth anniversary of our win over Arsenal which I feel certain was played on a pitch in worse condition than we would have had today Feb 4 Plymouth 1 YC 2 Half time rollicking does the trick. MOM: Kiely Feb 7 YC 0 Wrexham 1 Half time rollicking doesn't do the trick. MOM: Kiely. Feb 11 YC v Hull Pools of water cause postponement as steady drizzle falls all morning on top of heavy rain earlier in week. Feb 14 Investigation reveals some of the secondary drains under the pitch at the Shipton Street end have collapsed Feb 16 YEP reports the death of George Teasdale, City's former secretary (1961-78).  A few days later, the death of Bert Brenen, a former City keeper (1939-51), reported. Feb 18 Birmingham 4 YC 2 Once again, we go 2 down then play some sparkling football, attacks were definitely on top. Sub Baker (Barnes went off with a calf strain re-occurrence) leads the fightback. For once we didn't cut off the crosses to Francis. Pre match Alan Little locked in cupboard by a helpful steward when he got lost returning from the pitch to the dressing following the kickabout. Feb 21 YC 4 Leyton 1 Everyone beats Orient at home, Baker stars. Brian Little watching McCarthy. Feb 25 Stockport 2 YC 3 Flu ravaged City (no Barnes, McCarthy or Naylor) finish strongly to take all 3 points. Peverell stars on debut and wins contract until the end of season. Intermediate Richard Cresswell was in his kit ready to play at Leeds when the first team bus picked up him to be sub at Stockport Feb 28 Huddersfield 3 YC 0 3rd meeting of the season and the 3rd time the home side has won 3-0 with an away player  sent off. McCarthy the player in dubious circumstances. Atkin had to leave the field after 28 minutes after receiving a damaged jaw after 16 seconds. Mar 3 Rob Matthews joins Luton for £80,000, City had tried to sign the Notts County striker at Xmas. YEP report Villa and Wolves chasing McCarthy. Mar 4 YC 2 Swansea 4 Pitch resembles Blackpool beach (is that why City spent 3 days at Blackpool after Huddersfield game?). Dubious 2nd Swans goal and penalty can't be blamed for our defeat. Some of the most venomous abuse I've ever heard coming from The David Longhurst Stand directed at the referee. Very poor performance, nothing in midfield or defence, 2 shots all game. Canham sent off, if it had been Cantona, he would have been hung, drawn and quartered and then sent to France in little bits. Inters still in title contention, reserves well down their league. City beat Blackburn, Derby, Sheffield United and more to sign Nicky Scaife (19 year old, 6 foot, midfielder) on 16 month contract.

Bees 3 YC 0 Play off hopes firmly extinguished. So much for our famed (and feared) strike force, its one goal in 5 games now. Things start badly, a free kick,  20 yards directly in front of goal saw us one down. Deano lined the wall up. "Left a bit, right a lot, left, right". At last we thought it was ready. Then Deano moved to defend the other side of the goal. Brentford put the ball in the space he'd just vacated. Not a wall to remember. After being outplayed for the first 20 minutes, we came back into the game and have our best chance as the hour approached. Brentford clear upfield. 2-0. From the restart, 3-0, game over. Bring on the intermediates for the rest of the season. Afterwards, 2 Bees fans boast of the great atmosphere and how they sang "2 songs today". During the game, we'd commented that it sounded like a morgue.

Mar 7 YC 1 Bournemouth 0 Both full backs dropped, we won, 2,300 turn up. Little questions whether it was all worth it, "I think I am wasting my time here as manager. Just what do the fans want? They will be the first to complain if Barnes, McCarthy or Tutill leave" Mar 11 Cardiff 1 YC 2 2 early goals from recalled Naylor seal win. Biggest YEP letters page for ages in response to Little's earlier comments. Admission prices (especially juniors), lack of quality signings and sub standard soccer are main points put forward, further letters over the next week. Mar 14 YC 0 Wycombe 0 Good show, 2 points lost Mar 18 YC 1 Brighton 0 Barnes decider Mar 21 Shrewsbury 1 YC 0 City can't break down defensive minded home side Mar 23 Transfer deadline passes with City bid for Division 2 player rejected, no serious approaches for any of our men Mar 25 YC 0 Bradford 0 Another draw with Bradford Mar 31 Little tones down previous comments about City support Apr 1 Brentford 3 YC 0 See box. Elsewhere John Byrne joins Brighton after drink driving ban. Freed Blackstone goes to Hong Kong. Scarborough release Swann so he can play in China. London Underground to allow tube stations to be sponsored. Expect to see "Midland Bank", "Vauxhall Nova" and "York City 1 Arsenal 0". Sponsorship donations to the usual address please. MacPhail released by Hartlepool as part of out of court settlement. 
Digest Of Football Statistics

The latest edition of The Football Trust's "Digest Of Football Statistics" once again holds a fascinating range of facts and figures in its 66 A4 sized pages. This edition covers the 1992/3 season, the first of the new FA Premier League and the season that saw City reach Wembley.


The book covers a great deal of ground, with statistics dating back to 1946 which show that fall in attendances has  been reversed, but today's crowds are barely half of what they were in 1946. Interesting crowd facts for 1992/3 are that City had the third highest average home attendance in the division (Cardiff and Wrexham were top) and best (4,100) average away. Our home receipts netted £315,000. For each 1,000 spectators through the gates we paid £333 police and £200 stewarding costs. 8 arrests inside the ground and another 15 outside the ground. English, Scottish and non league soccer are all covered in comprehensive depth. Areas covered include crowds, receipts, bookings and sending offs, TV coverage, squad sizes and policing.


Available from The Sir Norman Chester Centre Of Football Research, Department Of Sociology, University Of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, LE1 R at £6 plus postage (say £1).
Print Issue Only - In The Family Way
Cut & Paste

20 Years Into The Future

Some people might say that New Frontiers is becoming rather bland. Well, in that case, I'm afraid its going to get even blander. That ever popular "20 Years Ago" column which appears in all the (best) publications is now to be found in New Frontiers. However, trying to be a little different, we've entitled it "20 Years Into The Future".


FA Cup Final day of 2015 will always be remembered as the latest glory day in the history of York City.

Injury Doubts


Following their European Cup win against on Wednesday against Italian giants, AC Vatican, injury doubts surrounded veteran centre half Paul Stancliffe. He passed a strenuous fitness test on the morning of the game and helped his side to a memorable 2-1 win, hobbling off minutes before the end with a recurrence of his groin strain injury.


Having beaten Grimsby, non league Manchester United and then 3 fellow Secret Lemonade Drinker Premier Elite Division sides, City faced arch rivals Leeds United in the final.


Before the game, both teams were presented to King William and Queen Madonna.

Naylor Misses Early Chances


Straight from the kick off, City went on the attack. A series of threatening attacks failed to bring a goal. The promising young Graham Naylor, the third generation of his family to be associated with City, missed the best chances. Twice his light frame was bundled off the ball when in good scoring positions. Then he shot wide with only the keeper to beat.


As half time approached, Leeds seemed to be getting on top. One wag in the crowd was heard to shout, "If I was on a £95,000 a man win bonus like York then at least I would try".


The game came to life in the second half. City's £18,500,000 record signing, the Italian World Cup star, Roberto Pizzio justified his fee when he struck on the hour. Minutes later, with Leeds still reeling, he struck again to make it 2-0. Just as the game seemed sewn up, Paul Stancliffe was beaten for pace to a loose ball and Leeds pulled a goal back. City's defence claimed that the goal was offside, but the fifth official in charge of the video adjudged the goal to be good. City had to withstand intense late pressure, Dean Kiely dealing competently with all that Leeds could throw at him.

The Future


So City won The FA Cup for the first time in their history.  The future looks rosy for City. With Roberto Pizzio and Graham Naylor leading the strike force, goals seem assured. Pizzio has a proven record at the very top level and young Graham Naylor showed skills far beyond his tender years. He is surely one for the future. If he fails to make the grade, then City will surely try to resolve the on off transfer saga of Graham Lancashire. At the other end, with Dean Kiely still going strong in goal, not many goals will be conceded.


If there is an area of concern, it maybe at centre back where Paul Stancliffe surely cannot go on for much longer. His leadership skills will be sorely missed, but it is clearly evident that he is now lacking a little for pace when faced with a speedy opponent.

Stan's Regret


After the game, Paul Stancliffe said, "I was here the last time City were here, I wouldn't have missed it for the world. However, I hardly recognised the new Wembley with its brand new 180,000 capacity double decker stands. The stands were awash with City fans sporting their magenta and primrose shirts and scarfs. Let's hope its not another 20 years before City reach another Wembley final, I might not still be playing by then. My only regret is that I won't be back here next year for the World Cup, having announced my retirement from the international game last year. I only hope that my 7 City colleagues in the England squad will savour some more Wembley wins."


Manager Paul Barnes said, "In my days as a player, managers used to take their players down the pits to show them how lucky they were to be able to earn a living as a professional footballer. So I thought, I would do similar. So we spent a couple of nights in Scarborough before travelling down to Wembley for the final. It did the trick, the players realised just how lucky they are to be able to play soccer for a living and not to have to live and work in a dump like Scarborough."

Short Close Season


The players can now look forward to their 2 week close season. The demands of next season will surely be great. Starting with the annual Selby friendly and North Yorkshire tour before building up to more serious matters. Not only will City have to defend their European Cup, but must also play World Club Championship League games in Europe, Africa, China and Brazil.


Not only will fans be able to watch top world stars, but they'll be able to do so at City's new stadium. The New Earswick Sports Club will be the home of York City where they'll share the magnificent new stadium with top rugby league side New Earswick All Blacks. Some doubt has been expressed about the 8,000 capacity, but City haven't had such a high average attendance for many years. However, one local resident is not happy. A little 94 year old lady said, "If they kick the ball into my garden and break my greenhouse I'm not giving them their ball back".

Cup Heroes – 1954/5

This article looks back at City's most famous cup fighting team. Then, in the old Division 3 North, they shook the whole footballing world by reaching The FA Cup semi finals. There they held the all conquering Newcastle side to a draw.


40 years ago, City probably started the season with a little trepidation. They had finished the previous season in 22nd position. Top scorer, David Dunmore had been transferred to Spurs for a club record fee in February 1954. Crowds had plummeted to an average of 5,636, the lowest since the war and way below the break even figure. The club had recently made a plea for a reduction in Entertainment Tax, the equivalent to today's VAT, as it was proving to be a crippling thorn in the club's side.

New Signings Gave Hope


During the summer, the club made a big effort to improve the squad. Tommy Forgan, Ernie Phillips and Norman Wilkinson (Hull), George Howe (Huddersfield), Arthur Bottom and Sam McNab (Sheffield United) and Les Slatter (Aston Villa) were recruited.


The new look side got off to a flying start. A 6-2 win at Wrexham on the opening day of the season, Arthur Bottom scoring a hat trick on his debut. A win over Hartlepools followed.


Happy days soon turned to despair. The next 8 games yielded only 2 draws. Manager Jimmy McCormick resigned after interference from his directors over team selection. Home crowds slumped from almost 13,000 to under 6,000. 5,121 saw City draw 1-1 with Southport. I imagine that at the time, few present realised what was in store over the next few months. 


Under coach Tom Lockie and secretary Billy Sherrington fortunes improved. After starting the season in the reserve side, both Sid Storey and Billy Hughes established themselves in the forward line. City went into the FA Cup on the back of a 10 game unbeaten run. A narrow 3-2 win was achieved over non league Scarborough. City faced a long trip to Dorchester in Round 2. They proved less stern opposition, succumbing 5-2, Arthur Bottom scoring a hat trick. After the game, the Dorchester secretary said, "I pity any first division team who meet these continental Yorkshireman". How prophetic his words would turnout to be.


By this stage of the season, City were in the thick of the promotion race. Arthur Bottom, Billy Fenton and Norman Wilkinson were becoming a thorn in the side of many defences.

On The Rocks At Blackpool?


Round 3 saw the big boys enter The FA Cup. City were rewarded with a plum draw. Blackpool away. The 1953 FA Cup winners boasted the likes of Stanley Matthews, Stan Mortensen and Ernie Taylor, all England internationals, in their sparkling line up. Not many people rated City's chances. City won 2-0.


In its way, Round 4 proved to be equally demanding. An away draw at Bishop Auckland, at the time, one of the country's top amateur sides. They had played in 4 of the 10 FA Amateur Cup finals since World War 2. They were to win the trophy in 1955 and retain it in each of the next 2 seasons. The FA Cup gave them the chance to giant kill. York City were the giants in line for a  killing. However, City won a tricky tie 3-1.


There was no respite in FA Cup trail. City were drawn at home to Spurs in Round 5. Boasting a star studded line, they were among the favourites for the FA Cup. On a snow covered pitch it was City who turned on the style to win 3-1.


Despite the cup run, the league programme continued. In February, City gained 7 points out of a possible 8 to maintain their promotion challenge. However, all the time, they were losing ground in terms of games played. A fact that was to prove crucial at the end of a long season.


In Round 6, City were drawn away to Notts County, then, as now, to be found one division beneath the top flight. A ground record crowd of 47,310 saw Arthur Bottom score to give City a 1-0 win. Thus, City had reached the FA Cup semi final. The furthest that they had ever gone in the competition.

Semi Final Glory - So Close And Yet So Far


2 weeks later, City travelled to Hillsborough for the semi final. Newcastle were the opponents, 65,000 watched the game. The sides fought out a 1-1 draw, City had chances to win. 4 days later the sides met at Roker Park for the replay. Unfortunately, City couldn't raise their game again. Newcastle won 2-0 and were to go onto to beat Manchester City in the final.


2 more wins followed to see City maintain their promotion challenge. As ever, Easter proved to be a critical period. In those days it was 3 games in 4 days. On Good Friday, 19,843 packed into Bootham Crescent, the gates locked behind them, to see a clash with promotion rivals Accrington Stanley. The teams fought out a draw. On Easter Monday, the sides fought out a 2-2 draw in the return game. In between, City drew with struggling Grimsby.


Sid Storey injured in the first game with Accrington and Arthur Bottom injured in the return game played no further part that season. The injuries proving decisive as the attack was robbed of 2 important players. Arthur Bottom scored 31 goals in 38 league games, plus another 8 in 8 FA Cup games, from the inside right position. His aggressive style of play continually caused problems for the opposing defence, his powerful shooting often troubled their keeper. In 1958 he left City for Newcastle. He never really established himself at St James Park despite scoring 10 goals in only 11 appearances. He later played for Chesterfield and Alfreton before retiring to his native Sheffield and a quiet retirement. Sid Storey spent 10 seasons with City, largely as an inside left. He was given a free by City in 1956 and promptly moved up a division when he signed for Barnsley. he retired from league football at the age of 40. Later he spent some time as trainer / coach at Bootham Crescent before becoming a York bus driver. In 1984, he drove the bus that carried City's championship side on their lap of honour around the city.


Promotion hopes were rekindled with 4 successive wins. However, 3 successive defeats were to follow as tiredness got the better of City. The last of which was a 1-4 home defeat against Barrow. 3 days later, City won their last game of the season, 5-1 at Barrow.




1st Barnsley

65 points




2nd Accrington

61 points




3rd Scunthorpe

58 points




4th York City

58 points.


The season ended with City in 4th position, equalling the club's best ever standing. Barnsley's double over City and the 2 points dropped against Accrington proved decisive as City narrowly missed out.


An end of season tour of Ireland followed. City drew 3-3 with a Bohemians side, who included the current England international Johnny Haynes and several other guests, at Dalymount Park. City won the second game, beating Linfield 3-1 at Windsor Park in Belfast.


The season saw an average league attendance at Bootham Crescent of 9,630 and gross receipts of over £38,000, double those of the previous season.


The club made a profit of £2,448 on the season. It was invested wisely, the evidence remains to this day. During the following summer, an extension was built to the Main Stand. The section nearest to the David Longhurst Stand was built. If you look closely you will notice the brickwork is a slightly different colour in this section to the other three quarters of the stand. More cup profits were spent on extending the terracing at the Bootham Crescent end of the ground a year later. This work enabled the ground capacity to be increased to 23,600 and was the last extension to the ground.


The side's cup exploits brought the side to the attention of the national media. Their style of close passing received much praise. One journalist described York City as being "First Division class, playing top notch football, they found their men, used open spaces and switched defence to attack with precision passes. There were no weak spots in the First Division team masquerading in Third Division shirts". In Norman Wilkinson, Arthur Bottom, Billy Fenton, Billy Hughes and Sid Storey, City had the finest forward line ever to appear for the club. Unfortunately, injuries to Bottom and Storey were to prove crucial in the final weeks of the season.

Postscript – See www.yorkcitysouth.co.uk for more on the cup run.  The History page adds further memories and the TV page shows clips from most of the games.

Don't Quote Me

"I once said Gazza's IQ was less than his shirt number and he asked me 'what's an IQ?'". George Best

"When Geoff Thomas traps a ball, it goes as far as I used to be able to kick it". George Best

"Nothing in Scottish football can possibly be as slow as Dumbarton's front men, except their defence". Glasgow Herald

"I don't think much to their national anthem". Andy Townsend to an 'Irish' colleague before a recent international in Eastern Europe, only to be told by his colleague it was the Irish anthem

"Perhaps I should have taken it (squash) up a long time ago. I don't understand all the rules so I can't argue". John McEnroe

"Its not a patch on Southend". Former Spurs player, Eddie Bailey relaxing on a Rio beach during a club tour of Brazil

"I've been here 10 years and put in 3 transfer requests. The only club to show interest was Barnsley and I was so desperate to get away that I went up to see them. I couldn't understand a word they were saying". Jeremy Goss, Norwich

"Tony Dorigo is concussed, and doesn't know who he is". Fred Street, England physio, to Graham Taylor in the dark days. He should be so lucky, his colleagues weren't concussed but didn't they know who they were or what formation they were playing

"I lined the players up on the pitch and introduced them to an old woman. The chairman came down and asked what I was doing. I said I was getting the players used to Wembley so they wouldn't be nervous when they were introduced to the Queen. He said by the time we get there, we'll have a King". Ray McHale, Scarborough

"Neville Southall has got a good footballing brain. Its just the rest of him that I worry about". Terry Yorath

"It has to be said that since Trelleborg had a player sent off, Blackburn have been playing against 10 men". John Motson

"The team manager should have given us a full day to do our shopping, like the other Gulf teams. They gave us 3 hours". Kuwait international after the recent Gulf Championships

"No one else had one". Ron Atkinson when asked if a personality clash led to his sacking at Aston Villa

"You'll never get the referee to change his mind, except for 5 minutes ago". Kevin Keegan

"I am drinking from a cup today. I would like a mug but they are all in the boardroom". Tommy Docherty
Bungs & Sleaze & Violence

Just when you thought all was well with football, its been hit with a series of scandals over the last few weeks.

"It Won't Happen Again"


Good to see The FA are confident that there will be no repeat of Dublin at "Euro 96". Names are checked against hooligan lists and everyone will have their name on their ticket and be allocated a seat. You will be restricted to a maximum of 4 tickets per game. Close circuit cameras will be at every ground. These measures are intended to keep gangs separated and to allow security to know who is where in the ground.


Didn't we have a National Football Intelligence Unit before Dublin. It didn't prevent hooligans from travelling. I've heard of many cases where an allocated seat has been taken by someone else. Would you ask a 6 foot skinhead to leave your seat? Anyway, nothing is foolproof. One of David Seamen's  tickets was found in possession of someone arrested during the violence.


The violence took exactly the same form as previously. The morning after the game, the papers were full of stories and pictures of the violence. A day later, the culprits were pleading their innocence and their mums were saying how they were angels and that their sons wouldn't say boo to a goose.

"Its Nothing To Do With Me"


Don't say the violence is nothing to do with you. It is. Because of past violence, every football supporter has had a series of measures imposed on him in recent years. No drinking inside the ground, the possibility of being refused entrance if he has alcohol on his breath and all seated stadium at the top level. Just some of the ways we've our freedom restricted. Dublin brought renewed calls for identity cards for soccer supporters, something we fought hard to defeat only a few years ago.


If we were serious about trying to stop the trouble. Why let ticketless fans go to Ireland? People harp on about civil liberties and freedom, but if people can't behave themselves then perhaps draconian methods are needed. Who remembers the miners strike from the early 1980s? Then police road blocks were effectively used to prevent the flying pickets. Since, the 1989 Football Supporters Act and The Criminal Justice Act have given the police more powers. Why can't these powers be used?


I've never been to an England game, so maybe, I'm not an expert. But, perhaps draconian methods are required to curb the antics of extreme factions.


Dublin was abandoned. England's previous away game, the one in Germany last April was postponed over fears of possible violence. When will we play another away game? Autumn 1996 when we start our 1998 World Cup campaign?

The Good Old Days?


The weeks before Dublin had seen a return to football violence of one sort and another. Starting on the pitch we had Eric Cantona. Despite many clubs signing up to The "Let's Kick Racism Out Of Football" campaign, its good to know that racism is still very prevalent. Well done all you clubs who signed up and did your bit.


Should that be "Well done Manchester United" for their prompt action in banning Eric, or am I being cynical in my thought that they were trying to react quickly and prevent a worse ban being imposed by The FA?


Supporter violence has hit the back (and front) pages on several occasions. Chelsea fans attacking Millwall fans. Steve Bruce being among the people who spoke out about the ongoing violence in Manchester after the recent derby game at Maine Road. More disturbingly, referees have come under attack. So much for violence having been eradicated by all seated stadia. However, recent stories from around Europe suggest it isn't only England suffering.

Bungs And Blunders


The recent sleaze enquiry doesn't seem to have made any real progress. One minute Rick Parry was saying that there was no major problem. Within a fortnight, George Graham had been sacked amid allegations of a £425,000 bung. Incidentally, I would have felt cheated if I had earned only £40,000 interest, the additional amount of interest that Graham repaid.


Permit me if I sound naive, but I thought that transfers were conducted between clubs. Why did such large sums of money apparently go through about 4 pairs of hands before arriving at its final destination. It seems that Arsenal bought John Jensen from Rene Hauge, not Brondby. The days of fantasy football are behind us. We can now really buy the players ourselves. Incidentally,  use your Midland Bank Access card and you're in line for free "Euro 96" tickets. 


Still we're no nearer an answer on the Sheringham / Clough allegations and now it seems now that every transfer between English and Scandinavian clubs over the last 3 years is under investigation. As ever, no one comes out of the allegations untarnished. But remember, they are still only allegations. It seems that everyone The FA, The Football League, Arsenal, The Premiership and even The Inland Revenue are all waiting for someone else to do something positive. Its three years since The Premiership was formed, they're still dithering over their rule book.


Likewise the game fixing revelations. The FA are waiting for the police to finish their enquiry before passing their own sentence. The FA were quick enough to act over Cantona's outburst at Selhurst Park. No need to wait for that matter to come to court. Where's the consistency?


It was interesting to hear Graham Sharpe of William Hill say, "if we suspected any kind of betting coup, we'd have known about it in 10 minutes, let alone 10 months". Bookmakers have refused to pay out on horse races where a fix has been suspected, they argue they're protecting their own interests. Whose interests are The FA protecting by their dithering?


And what about the recent drugs cases? Chris Armstrong's name is leaked to the press and he is banned. The FA freely admit 9 players have been found guilty. Armstrong is made the scapegoat. What about the others? Where's the consistency? 2 Charlton juniors have their names leaked, they're banned. The rest are still playing.


Come on. Graham Kelly and The FA, stop dithering.
Bootham Cheers

Many pints have slipped down the gullet since the last BFT, here's a quick rundown:

Wycombe - a revisit to where I lived in the late 80s saw a few changes (but still a complete dump). Good news was the Hobgoblin in the High Street, formerly a fizz-only Courage house, now serving Wychwood beers and some strange sandwiches: Sausage & Chilli!!? Bad news was the new ground. A taxi ride away which then had to be abandoned half a mile short because of the traffic. Even worse news: the ref.

Hull - this match has been expunged from my memory. Boothferry Park - where's that?

Leyton Orient - a prolonged sampling of the Orange Brewery's Porter took place at their pub in Sloane Square. Verdict: good for London. We also tried out a pub in Leyton - the Birkbeck Tavern - solid if unspectacular. The journey home was punctuated by a stop at Bogart's in Peterborough (one to note for the last game of the season) and the train home with a lot of Leeds & Newcastle fans who were all fortunately in good humour. It was a dry train, so as law-abiding citizens, the City fans present thought they had better check  the contents of the bottle that was being passed round. In fact we had to make several checks, just to make sure....

Rotherham - no pubs; no justice.

Crewe - your reporter couldn't face any more beer after the previous night's office do. Sorry.
Cambridge - even worse, I couldn't go at all. Very thoughtless fixture arrangement.

Oxford - good start to the year as the first pub outside the station provided the locally brewed Morrell's Mild, which was given a seal of approval. £20 found in the town centre was another good omen (almost certainly belonged to a American/Japanese tourist or an OK Ya student so it was 'handed in' to the away turnstile at the Manor Ground). A good win for City followed, shouted on by a motley selection of fans from Swindon, Sunderland (!) and Wycombe (yuck) all in the City end. Two Swindon fans stopped us after the game to wish us good luck, obviously pleased to see an old enemy turned over.

Chester - a Manchester stopover was the order of the day with some Oak Porter to set us up nicely to cheer on a 4-0 victory. The luck carried on with the in-ground bookie being taken to the cleaners, especially by one member of the party who had £1 on at 40-1 for a 4-0 City win. We also discovered the Mill Hotel after the game - a typical Stakis-type hotel but with a great selection of local small brewery beers in the bar.

Plymouth - while Travel Club members argued about where to eat out on the Saturday night (they adventurously went for Burger King). I made a hurried exit to visit some of the pubs in the old town. The highlight was undoubtedly the Fisherman's Tavern, a St Austell tied house serving their cheap and moreish Mild. Wasn't too keen on the grot-o-gram that the landlord received, though.

Birmingham - good foresight meant stopping off in Derby on the way. It was just as well, getting into a pub in Brum on a Saturday lunchtime is about as likely as outjumping Kevin Francis.

Stockport - This proved a real winner and not just on the pitch. Highlight this season was the Crown Inn, a pub with many rooms (and beers) under the railway viaduct. It seemed very full and mysteriously there were groups of Cockneys and Brummies on the tables next to us. At 1.45, however, everyone suddenly disappeared. It turned out it to have been a gathering of Leeds travel clubs on the way to Maine Rd. Well behaved Leeds fans for the second time this season!

Huddersfield - the rained off match wasn't too inconvenient. We took shelter from the downpour in the wonderful Rat & Ratchet. The replay was not quite so happy. Jon McCarthy must really like going there: Mr Richards proved (almost) as incompetent Mr Danson the season before. Unfortunately Richards' 'errors' seemed to benefit the home side rather a lot (to put it politely). Beer inside the ground sounded like a good idea until it turned out to be keg John Smith's at £1.80 a pint. Fake beer, fake ground.

Cardiff - BR or whatever they call themselves nowadays really excelled themselves for this one: hardly any time to sample the essential Brains Dark before the game. Afterwards a foretaste of privatisation as we arrived at Crewe to discover the connection to Manchester was a bus which had  just left. This resulted in a 2 a.m. arrival back in York, but we did get a lock-in in a Manchester pub which shall remain nameless.


By the time this hits the streets there will be just three games left: Wrexham where I would recommend the Horse & Jockey in the town centre; Blackpool where the two pubs across from North Station are the best - the Ramsden Arms in particular and finally Peterborough - Bogart's in North Street. Will this be the last game of the season though? Time will tell.

Roger Dawson
Snippets and Updates
Did you see the Chelsea v Millwall violence and notice the stewards looking away, doing nothing to stop the trouble?  Chelsea employ 4 firms to provide stewards as well as the police. The 4 firms have their own areas and stick rigidly to their areas. There is no co-ordination between the groups.

Scarborough have announced ambitious plans to sign Barnes, Platt & Pearce. At first, it was thought that by signing 3 England internationals they would boost their chances of avoiding bottom spot in Division 3. However, they actually intend signing 3 Coronation Street stars to boost attendances. Did you read about the pitch invasion at Scarborough last weekend? You probably didn't as the referee allowed play to continue. He thought a double substitution was being made.

ARNOLD HAMER more famous as Derbyshire CC player (290 games, 15,462 runs, HS 227 v Notts) made his York City debut in September 1938 in a 3-0 win at left back. He made 8 appearances that season and one more in war time football. Later a publican, he died in late 1993.
New Frontiers previously reported that ex City loan signing Steve Murray won a six figure out of court settlement against the Motherwell player Jamie Dolan whose tackle ended his career. Later reports put the figure at £900,000.

New Frontiers has been approached to set up an 0891 phone service to keep City fans up to date. Do you fancy "Paul Scores Again" and similar exploits? The blurb suggests that the income from the service could be "put towards the £5 million needed to buy that star centre forward". The offer has been declined. Also, more than one person has asked whether New Frontiers has any modem links or is available via Internet. I'm afraid we're still stuck in the dark ages. No modem, no Internet, sorry.
Other sporting news: Another Grand Prix win for Nigel Mansell He was reinstated as the winner after being disqualified for excessive engine whine. The whine was traced to Mansell himself.

True story. The announcement of Big Ron's appointment at Coventry was delayed 24 hours. Big Ron was away playing tennis.

As the season ends, can I say a word of thanks to everyone who has helped to make New Frontiers such a success this season. You are far too numerous to mention by name. Also, a special word of thanks to Malcolm Huntington and The Yorkshire Evening Press for all their help.

Contributions: Roger Dawson, William Mapplebeck, Dave Wake and Chris Forth. Please hand contributions or ideas to our salesmen or post to the address below. All letters and other correspondence will be considered for publication unless indicated otherwise. Work can be published anonymously if desired. Thanks: To all the above, Stewart Pearson and everyone else who helped. You can also find New Frontiers in Sportspages in London. Postal Subscriptions: £3.50 for 5 issues. £7 gets you a 5 issue subscription and all back issues. Cheques payable to Chris Forth, please state which issue you would like your subscription to start from. Back Issues: Our salesmen usually carry stock, or try The Supporters Club sales point in the ground. If that fails, 70 pence by post. All available. Also available, The York City Quiz Book, both volumes, £1 each. Printed By: BLUEPRINT, 47 Carlton Crescent, Gwaun Miskin, Pontypridd, CF38 2RS. Contact Paul Hollingshead 01443 205653. Next Issue: The play offs or the start of next season, whichever comes first.
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